
Notice CONSV-68
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  State Offices and Service Centers

CRES Software Enhancements in
 County Release No. 429 for the Pasture Recovery Program (PRP)

Approved by:  Acting Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A
Background Notice DF-323 provides policies and procedures for the implementation of PRP in

eligible counties.  CRES software has been modified to provide an automated
method of processing applications and approvals for payments, letters, reports, and
maintaining ledgers.

B
Purpose This notice informs State Offices and Service Centers:

& that County Release No. 429 includes software enhancements which provide
automated CRES processing for PRP

& of Service Center actions required to prepare and use CRES software for PRP
signup and implementation

& of State Office actions required for program implementation and reporting
requirements.

Disposal Date Distribution

January 1, 2001 State Offices; State Offices relay to Service
 

Centers
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2 Implementing PRP in Service Centers

A
New Program
and Practice
Codes

During County Release No. 429 installation, the following PRP program code and 
practice codes will be added to the County Eligibility Table file:

& program code:  PRP, Pasture Recovery Program

& practice codes:

& PRP1, Reseed drought damaged land - with seedbed preparation (AC)
& PRP2, Reseed drought damaged land - no seedbed preparation (AC).

The new program and practice codes have been established because all PRP
processing will use a separate application form and allocation than other CRES
programs.

B
AD-245(PRP) AD-245(PRP) has been developed for use and is very similar to AD-245 used for

CRES programs with minor changes in wording for PRP.  The certification section
on AD-245, page 1, was also amended for PRP.

Because of the extensive and time consuming programming that would be required
to change the field names and form references on computer screens and internal
reports to match the field names on the printed form during processing PRP:

& only AD-245 was changed for PRP
& no changes were made to the screens and reports.

Example: When processing an application on Screen EEA14000, the user will
enter the amount being requested for payment in the "Estimated
Cost-Share" field.  This amount will be printed in the "Estimated
Payment" field of AD-245(PRP).

 

C
Service Center
Action Notice DF-323 shall complete the instructions in this paragraph after County

Service Centers serving counties determined to be eligible for PRP according to

Release No. 429 is successfully installed.

Continued on the next page
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2 Implementing PRP in Service Centers (Continued)

D
County
Eligibility Table

For each county served that is eligible for PRP:

& make program code PRP eligible on the County Eligibility Table, as applicable,
according to 1-CONSV, paragraph 17

& make practices PRP1 and PRP2 eligible according to 1-CONSV, paragraph 18,
and the following instructions:

& responsible agency for soil loss calculation--FSA
& responsible agency for technical determination--FSA
& cost-share level--leave blank

Note: PRP practices do not require soil loss calculation, but the software
requires an entry.

& add component codes, as established and standardized by the State Office, to
the County Eligibility Table according to 1-CONSV, paragraph 20. 

E
Accepting
Applications and
Recording Needs

The application process for PRP requires that the recording of needs occur
immediately following the creation of AD-245(PRP).
 
Applications shall be recorded in the system according to 1-CONSV, Part 5,
Section 1, using program code PRP.  Throughout the process, all references to
AD-245 in 1-CONSV and on CRES software screens will, for the purpose of this
program, relate to AD-245(PRP), and all references to cost-share or C/S will be
understood to mean "payment".

Exception: Conservation AD-245/AD-862 Reports/Forms Menu EEA350 now
has an option 13 to print a blank AD-245(PRP).

When entering the Estimated Cost-Share (Payment), it is critical that the entered
amount is the result of multiplying the entry in (Extent Requested) times ( Flat
Rate) established for the requested practice, not to exceed $2,500 per person.  The
entry in the "Estimated Cost-Share" field will be used after signup ends to calculate
allocations and, if necessary, an allocation reduction factor.

Example: Requested acres = 60
Flat Rate = $50
Entry in Est. C-S = 60 x 50 = $3,000 - reduce to $2,500 (if 1 person).

Continued on the next page
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2 Implementing PRP in Service Centers (Continued)

E
Accepting
Applications and
Recording Needs
(Continued)

See Exhibit 1 for an example of AD-245(PRP) that has been recorded in the
system as a request for a PRP payment.

Immediately following the creation of AD-245(PRP):

& print AD-245(PRP), page 1, for producer signature

Note: The producer shall also initial the Estimated Payment block.

& record needs according to 1-CONSV, Part 5, Section 3, filling out only the
required fields using the criteria in the following table.

Field Entry

Estimated Total Cost Twice the Estimated Cost-Share

Hydrologic Unit No Entry

Practice Extent Needed Same as the Practice Extent Requested

Component Code Extent Needed Same as the Comp. Code Extent Req. 

Primary Purpose (Other Assist. Data) 8

Needs Determination Made by FSA Current Date (by-pass warning)

See Exhibit 2 for an example of AD-862 with needs determination recorded.

Notes:When adding Technical Practice Codes, 512 is the only code authorized for
both PRP1 and PRP2.

It is not necessary to print out hard copy of AD-862 for signature.

F
Reporting PRP
Funds Requested

The funds for PRP are limited; therefore, before allocations are issued to State
Offices and then Service Centers, the National Office will determine:

& the total amount of requests nationwide using the "Estimated Cost-Share"
amount from all AD-245(PRP)'s accepted according to subparagraph E

& whether the total amount of requests exceeds available funds.

Note: If the total amount of requests exceeds available funds, the National
Office will establish a payment factor.

Continued on the next page
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2 Implementing PRP in Service Centers (Continued)

F
Reporting PRP
Funds Requested
(Continued)

Service Centers shall complete the following for each county eligible for PRP
served by the Service Center to report to the State Office the total amount of
requests received for each county.

Step Action

1 On April 17, 2000, print ACP-301 Record of AD-862's, EEA360-R001, according to
1-CONSV, paragraph 331.

2 Ensure that all AD-245(PRP) applications received for PRP have:

& been entered into the system and are listed on Report EEA360-R001

& a date printed in the "Date AD-862 Returned" column to indicate that needs determination
has been recorded.

Important: Enter any missed application into the system according to subparagraph E.

3 For each AD-245(PRP), ensure that the amount in the "C/S Amount" column for the
corresponding control number on Report EEA360-R001 does not exceed $2,500 per person on
AD-245(PRP).

Notes:The "C/S Amount" for each AD-245(PRP) on Report EEA360-R001 is the same as the
"Estimated Payment" on AD-245(PRP).

Correct any errors in the "Estimated Payment" amount according to 1-CONSV,
subparagraph 122 A.

Important: It is imperative that the "Estimated Payment" amount on every AD-245(PRP) is
accurate, because those amounts will be used to determine county allocations
and, if necessary, a factor to reduce payment approvals.

 4 After all missed applications have been entered into the system and any needed corrections have
been made, print 2 copies of Report EEA360-R001.

5 FAX or mail 1 copy of Report EEA360-R001 to reach the State Office no later than
April 20, 2000.

& Send the complete Report EEA360-R001 to the State Office.

& Negative reports are required from all counties which were eligible for PRP.  If no PRP
applications were taken, send Report EEA360-R001, with "Negative Report" written on it.

6 Retain the other copy of Report EEA360-R001 in the Service Center.

Continued on the next page
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2 Implementing PRP in Service Centers (Continued)

G
Recording
Allocations

Allocations will be determined at the National Office based on the information
submitted by Service Centers through State Offices.  If the total amount requested
exceeds funds available, allocations will be factored before distribution to State
Offices.

Upon receipt of a PRP allocation by memorandum from the State Office, record
the allocation according to 1-CONSV, paragraph 400.

If a factor is used to reduce the allocations, Service Centers will also receive a
memorandum from the State Office indicating the factor that was applied.

H
Issuing
Approvals

Issue approvals according to the following table.

IF the factor applied
to the payment is... THEN...

1.000 (not factored) document and record the approval according to
1-CONSV, paragraphs 154, 156, and 157. 

Note: See Exhibit 3 for a sample AD-245(PRP),
pages 1 and 2, recorded in the system showing
approval entries with no factoring.

less than 1.000 issue the approval according 1-CONSV,
paragraphs 154, 156, and 157, except:

& in column F, enter the result of multiplying the
amount in the "Estimated Payment" field by the
factor supplied by DAFP

Note: Round to whole dollars using the standard
rules of rounding.

& in the blank space provided on page 2, enter the
statement, "The Payment Approved in Column F is
Reduced Due to Requests for PRP Payments
Exceeding Program Funds Available".

Note: See Exhibit 4 for an example AD-245(PRP),
pages 1 and 2, recorded in the system showing
approval entries with factor applied.

Continued on the next page
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2 Implementing PRP in Service Centers (Continued)

H
Issuing
Approvals
(Continued)

Provide each producer with AD-245(PRP), page 2, and an approval letter (see
Exhibit 5 example) by either of the following methods:

& creating a miscellaneous letter according to 1-CONSV, paragraph 289, and
printing according to applicable paragraph 296, 297, or 298 

& modifying the existing approval letter to pertain to PRP and printing at the end
of approval processing.

Approved extents and payment amounts shall not be increased after approval has
been issued, unless a calculation error occurred in applying a factor, if needed.

I
Issuing Payments Partial payments are not authorized for PRP.
and Recording
Performance Issue payments according to 1-FI before recording final performance.

Note: The payment code for PRP will be 00PRP.

Record performance according to the following table.

IF payment
factor is... THEN...

1.000 record performance according to 1-CONSV, Part 5, Section 6.

Less than record performance according to 1-CONSV, Part 5, Section 6
1.000 except the payment earned entered in column H as instructed by

subparagraph 193 F will be the lesser of:

& the amount approved in column F

& the result of multiplying the uncircled extent (the extent
actually performed, if less than the requested) in column G
times the rate in column E times the payment factor
furnished by memorandum from the State Office according
to subparagraph G.
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3 Implementing PRP in State Offices

A
State Office
Action

State Offices with 1 or more PRP eligible counties shall:

& complete the instructions in this paragraph

& ensure that all Service Centers serving PRP eligible counties complete the
actions in paragraph 2.

B
Component
Codes

Before the beginning of signup, State Offices shall:

& establish a standard component code and applicable data for a flat-rate
component, according to 1-CONSV, paragraph 20, for each payment rate that
is established by STC, according to Notice DF-323 

Example: Component Code PR1
Description PRP1-seed, fertilizer, seedbed prep, and

seeding
Unit Acre
Rate 65.00/A

& provide to each eligible county the component codes applicable to that county.

C
Signup Reports After signup:

& ensure applicable Service Centers timely submit Report EEA360-R001
according to subparagraph 2 F

& review for accuracy and completeness EEA360-R001 submitted for each
eligible county

& enter county data on an Excel spreadsheet

Note: The Excel spreadsheet will be provided by CEPD, before the end of
signup, formatted for each State to enter the payment amounts
requested in each county.  Instructions for entering and transmitting the
data to the National Office will be provided with the spreadsheet.

& transmit the spreadsheets to CEPD no later than April 25, 2000.

Continued on the next page
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3 Implementing PRP in State Offices (Continued)

D
Allocations After the National Office has determined and provided allocations, State Offices

shall:

& receive allocations by FSA-357, and record to the State ledger according to
1-CONSV, Part 9, Section 1

Note: If the allocation was factored, there will be a statement in the
"Remarks" portion of FSA-357 indicating the factor used to reduce the
allocation.

& provide a memorandum to counties receiving an allocation, according to
1-CONSV, paragraph 567, and provide an additional memorandum, if needed,
informing the Service Centers of the factor to be applied to all applications for
payment before issuing approvals.

E
Status Reports Data from PRP activity will be contained in all current CRES reports providing the

capability for the State Office oversight of PRP progress.
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Notice CONSV-68 Exhibit 1

AD-245(PRP) With Request for Payment Recorded

A
Example of
Request for
Payment
Recorded on
AD-245(PRP)

The following is an example of AD-245(PRP) completed as a request for payment,
PRP.
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Notice CONSV-68 Exhibit 2

Recording Needs for AD-862

A
Example of
AD-862 Needs
Have Been
Recorded

This is an example of AD-862 printed out after needs have been entered in the
system.  Note that there are no entries in Sections C through F.  The primary
purpose for PRP is "Other Assistance" which is Section G.
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Notice CONSV-68 Exhibit 3

Recording Payment Approval With No Factor Applied

A
AD-245(PRP),
Page 1, With No
Factor Applied

This is an example of AD-245(PRP), page 1, with payment approval recorded with
no factor applied.

Continued on the next page
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Recording Payment Approval With No Factor Applied (Continued)

B
AD-245(PRP),
Page 2, With No
Factor Applied

This is an example of AD-245(PRP), page 2, with payment approval recorded with
no factor applied.



3-9-00 Page 1 

Notice CONSV-68 Exhibit 4

Recording Payment Approval With a Factor Applied

A
AD-245(PRP),
Page 1, With a
Factor Applied

This is an example of AD-245(PRP), page 1, with payment approval recorded with
a factor applied.  In this example, the factor is .85 and is for demonstration
purposes only.

Continued on the next page
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Recording Payment Approval With a Factor Applied (Continued)

B
AD-245(PRP),
Page 2, With a
Factor Applied

This is an example of AD-245(PRP), page 2, with payment approval recorded with
a factor applied.  In this example, the factor is .85 and is for demonstration
purposes only.
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Notice CONSV-68 Exhibit 5

Example PRP Approval Letter

The following is an example of text for an approval letter for PRP.  Should there be any other situation
the Service Center would like to address, it could be incorporated into the letter.

Return address, producer address, and other header information is automatically included in the approval
or miscellaneous letter.

Note: The second paragraph shall only be included if a factor is applied to approval amounts.

Your request for a PRP (Pasture Recovery Program) payment has been approved as indicated on the enclosed
AD-245(PRP).

Because of the large number of requests nationwide for this program and the limited funds available, the amount
approved for payment has been factored.  The same factor has been applied to all other payment approvals for this
program nationwide.

(In this paragraph, insert suggested notification language for decision letters, according 1-APP, Part 2.)

The following items should serve as a guide in completing, reporting, and maintaining the pasture reseeding.

1. Complete the reseeding as soon as is practical, but before the expirations date on the enclosed AD-245(PRP).

2. Complete the reseeding using the required amounts of seed and fertilizer to meet the requirements provided for
this practice.  The specifications must be met to qualify for a payment.

3. If you cannot complete the reseeding before the expiration date indicated on the enclosed AD-245(PRP), please
notify us in advance.  Certain reasons may justify an extension, but in all cases reseedings must be completed and
certified no later than December 31, 2000.

4. Furnish a report of performance on the enclosed AD-245(PRP) immediately upon completion of the reseeding and
not later than the expiration date indicated on the form; otherwise the approval payment will be canceled.  In
column G, enter the acres reseeded.

5. Furnish sales slips, invoices, or other evidence for the seed and fertilizer used in connection with the reseeding.

6. The seeding must be maintained throughout the 5-year lifespan.

7. The cover may not be mechanically harvested for the lifespan of the practice.

____________________________
County Executive Director


